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ATS Newsletter

March has simply
evaporated, and the Singing
Festival is two weeks away!

| have several students in
the Festival who might
sound really bad. Or they
might sound pretty goodNI
canOt predict. If theyOre
having a bad day, | donOt
the envy their judges.

Should | have not asked
them to enter? | know that
lots of us donOt enter
students because we donOt
feel theyOre good enough.
ItOs not just that we donOt
want to be embarrassedN
we also donOt want them to
embarrass themselves. It
can be so painful! But on the
other hand, theyOve worked
hard on their music, theyOve
prepared, and theyOre
looking forward to
performing, and getting
helpful comments on their
singing.

Letter from our President

So I0m crossing my bngers,
and hoping for judges who
are able to see the half full
side of their performances.

We have the largest-ever
number of singers entered.
This means that we also
need the largest-ever

number of volunteers, so
please oh please, come and
help. Let there be no
question in your mind: you
are needed!

| wrote this awhile back,
and | think itOs still true:
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2010-2011 OFFICERS

We call it the Singing Wendy Hillhouse
Festival, not the Singing President
Competition. The dictionary whillhouse@aol.com
debnes festival as 1. A day
or period of celebrationE 2.
A program or series of
performancesEO This year,
wouldnOt it be wonderful to
use this day as acelebration
of singing, as practiced by ]

our students, and as taught !'OOk'n? forward - April McNeely

| : : o :
by us. See you there! | | Wendy Vice President Singing Festival
april_mcNeely@yahoo.com

Aleicia Byrnes
Vice President Programs
aleiciabyrnes77@gmail.com

Victoria Rapanan
Vice President Recitals
vrsing@sbcglobal.net

Frank Ryken
Membership Secretary
firyken@gmail.com

Alison Collins
Corresponding Secretary
alisonc@ix.netcom.com

Now is the time to think about
not only helping to maintain and 5« = e
develop this amazing toolasa | - -

way to unite one of the largest | - @ ee o
chapters in the nation, but also
have a direct voice shaping how == seil

SFBAC NATS helps to inspire | S-ceielie sicvc i)

our members and the students | =l e ET@TE el
they work with.

http:/

Anja Strauss
Meghan will work with you to | MEislEic s =clin
Are you web savvy, or do you show you how the current nats.newsletter@anjastrauss.co
want to become web savvy? Everprocess works and share with :
put your own webpage together you some of the vision still to be o hEiisie s

with straight html code or a implemented. IS :
helpful software program that Pnalalice@hotmail.com
write the code for you? If you're interested, contact
Consider running for the SFBAC Meghan at 2011 BOARD
NATS Board of Directors as Pnalalice@hotmail.com MEETINGS
Webmaster.

April 17 at 6:00 pm
The current webmaster, Meghan May 15 at 2:30 pm
Dlbble, will be leaving the post Annual meeting:

Sunday June 12, at 2:00.

this June after 4 years of service. Location TBA
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SFBAC NATS
2011 Annual Singing Festival

Sunday, April 3, 2011
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Final Round and Awards
Presentation: 8:00 p.m.

San Jose State University,
Music Building
San Jose, CA

April McNeely, program chair

Visit our Website for more information:
http://sfbacnats.org/

SingingFestival2011SingingFestival .htm

Purpose of the Festival

The annual San Francisco Bay Area
Chapter of NATS Singing Festival offers to
our Membership’s students

* Motivation toward vocal and musical
growth

* Encouragement toward the preparation of
appropriate repertoire for many genres of
music

* An opportunity to sing before qualified
and impartial judges and to receive
constructive criticism of their performance
* An opportunity to have outstanding
musical talent and vocal achievement
recognized by teachers and peers

MARCH 2(
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When did you prst know you
wanted to be a singer and

how did you come to know

it?

| assumed that everyone sang; |
sang with Granny in church, she
having improvised "a lovely alto
line to a hymn and me singing the
melody.

What was the brst recording
or performance you
remember listening to?
What was the signibcance
to you?

The Treorchy Male Voice Choir
(Granny's father had sung with
them) and Auntie Pat playing
Chopin. It was the Chopin which
stunned me; | wanted to make the
piano sing as she did."

What is the strangest or
most memorable job (or
most embarrassing moment

performing) you've ever had
and what made it so?

There have been severhtl my
prst piano competition where
30-40 kids played the same piece;
it was called 'Circus Horse' | was
so excited when it was my turn
(probably thought | would play
much better than everyone) . |
started well and was about
halfway through when | totally
blanked on the rest of the piece!
Pride cometh before a fall - It
never happened again and |
learned a good lesson on focus
and concentration - | tell the story

whenever a student has a less than

stellar recital experience!

2. Being on stage for Otello at the
opening performance of the Buell
Theatre with O. Colorado. There
was a total power failure, the
orchestra stopped one by one and
there we were in mid gesture, "
silenced in front of several

MARCH 2(

thousand people not knowing
whether to remain frozen in
character! Nat (Merrill) came on
stage and explained the situation,
then we ran the scene again from
the top. | had thought the tenor
had refused to come on (he had
made no end of fuss about the
stage 'fog' in rehearsal)"

When did you start teaching
and in what capacity are
you currently teaching (high
school, music school,
privately, etc.)?

| started in about 1990, in our
Boulder home on piano only: |
was teaching my own children
and many of their friends. | was
doing a lot of performing in the
Denver area didn't start teaching
voice until we moved to San
Diego - we were close to Torrey
Pines High School and | had an
amazing studio of teens; started
putting ensembles together and

4
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had my own choir, just from
students, which my daughter,
accompanied. Now | have a
lovely studio behind our
Redwood City home and teach
adults, teens and children both
piano and voice."

If your students could only
remember one thing about
your teaching, what would
you want it to be?

To perform with 100% of

yourself and be passionate about
whichever piece you are
performing

Do you have any favorite
books or materials on
teaching voice and do you
use any specibc tools during
your lessons?

All the usual -1 "like the Scott
McCoy 'Inside View' or
something. For many beginning
students use my old collections of
folk songs as it really gets them
singing; they're simple but
beautiful

Have also been known to teach
the Welsh National Anthem, in
Welsh!"

What do you enjoy about

our NATS chapter, and what
would you like to see
happening more?

| am afraid | have been woefully
unhelpful of late and this is

because | am President of
CAPMT (the California afbliate
of MTNA) . | am enjoying it, but
it keeps me extraordinarily busy. |
was on the SF NATS Board for 3
years and enjoyed organizing the
Programs. | hope to host some
more recitals in future - Victoria!!
| love attending the National
NATS conferences - sometimes
the best part is meeting one of
our own, in 2006 | met Dorothy
Barnhouse; such a pleasure!"

What are your non-related
interests or hobbies? What
would people be surprised
to know about you?

My Father was a French chef
(Teacher at the Culinary Institute
of America and Chef at NY's
Four Seasons) | met him for the
prst time in 1992 (another story!)
and ever since | have been
passionate about cooking! "Mike
and | love to travel; we're going to
Turkey this year, we go to
concerts, operas and ballets. |
adore movies, reading, gardening.
| have 2 half sisters, one | metin
1992 and the other popped up
unexpectedly in 2005 and a very
large extended family as well as a
wonderful son Hugh, who lives
with his girlfriend on his sailboat,
in San Francisco and an equally
wonderful daughter Julia, married
to talented artist Mark Winn. My
little grandson, Liam was born
June 2010 and is an utter joy. "

What is your favorite thing
about the San Francisco Bay
Area?

Are you kidding? My favorite
thing, in the singular! I am a city
girl and love the world class
Symphony, Opera and ballet
here, not to mention the
museums. | love the outdoors;
watching the dog Ry though the
dunes at Fort Funston or Half
Moon Bay, John Muir woods, the
SF skyline, Mill Valley, the Bay
and Rying over the San Mateo
bridge when I'm coming home.

What was the best vacation
you've made and what made
that trip so special?

They get better each year. Loved
visiting Fez, Morocco in 2007 and
last year, for the prst time toured
Sicily; Mt. Etna was a highlight
and the Greek temples of
Agrigento.Anyone what made this
trip so special.O

If you weren't in the career
you are in, what would you
be doing?

Sometimes | wonder what would
have happened if Mike and | had
stayed in the UK, but not for
long! Maybe a travel writer or a
restaurant critic - love to eat and
as Julia Child said 'I'm so good at
it'.
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When did you prst know you
wanted to be a singer and
how did you come to know
it?

| was 7 years old." | heard a
particular artist, and | was
mesmerized.

What was the prst recording
or performance you
remember listening to?
What was the signibcance
to you?

At 7, | heard a Barbra Streisand
album that my 17 year old sister
had just received as a birthday
present.”l heard that and
something in me ignited, and I've
been singing ever since." | would
come home from school, go to my
room, close the door, and
memarize those songs, close my

eyes and imagine me performing
them....At brst | was the best
Streisand imitator
around....embarrassingly so."
Then, my Mom surprised me
with voice lessons at the late age
of 17. The voice teacher,
Joaquina Calvo Johnson,"said,
"My dear, that's the BEST
Streisand immitation I've ever
heard." What does Edie sound
like?"™ | had NO IDEA!" It was at
that prst lesson | was told that |
had an operatic voice and should
pursue it." My mom and | looked
at each other and said, Opera???"
In little ol' Marysville California,
where | grew up, we knew about
Oprah..but OperA???" What's
that?

What is the strangest or
most memorable job (or
most embarrassing moment

MARCH 2(

performing) you've ever had
and what made it so?

Singing for Placido Domingo at
age 19." | was way too young, prst
of all, but what made it so
embarrassing is that | was so
nervous that my knees were
shaking uncontrollably, wildly,

and so obviously in my knee-
length skirt that it was all | could
think about.

He even said he'd never seen
anything like it!" Another time
was when auditioning for Seattle
Opera, | sang "Senza Mamma"
and the high note at the end was
nothing more than a big ball of
phlegm rattling around in my
throat!" | just didn't know what to
do...should | stop?" Should |
laugh?
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| did what any young, naive,
unconbdent girl would have
done...I just held it for the entire
time looking like a rabbit in
headlights.

My husband was in the room next
door and when | came out, we
looked at each other, he laughed
and | cried...both uncontrollably!

When did you start teaching
and in what capacity are
you currently teaching (high
school, music school,
privately, etc.)?

| began teaching at North Idaho
College when the head of the
voice dept. retired and referred
me to the position." It was love at
prst sight." | had always heard, at
USC, where I"earned both
undergrad and masters degrees in
vocal performance, 'those who
can do, those who can't teach'."
Never has a saying been more
wrong. | never imagined the
rewards from passing on all |
know to someone else." Soon my
passion for performing was
replaced with an even greater
passion for teaching." In addition,
the lifestyle of a teacher was more
suited to me and my personality.”
| am not a night-owl...I don't like
to travel that much...and | am
pretty much a home-body!"
Teaching afforded me the ability
to use my talent, my top notch

education (thank you Mom and
Dad), and still put family prst."
And with the husband and son |
have been blessed with, | am the
luckiest girl on the planet.

In addition to North Idaho
College | have taught at
University of Puget Sound, Holy
Names Academy, and on staff at
several Community Colleges in
the Bellevue area, and in my
private studio since 1990.

If your students could only
remember one thing about
your teaching, what would
you want it to be?

A few things, actually.” First, |
hope they learned a sense of
responsibility, discipline, and work
ethic that will enrich their lives
no"matter what peld they end up
pursuing.” | also hope voice

lessons with me have created a self

conbdence, a value of self worth,
that they can hold onto
throughout their lives." Thirdly, to
always know that they are loved."
No matter where they go, or what
they do, | celebrate the very
things that make them unique,
and no amount of fame, or lack
thereof would ever change that."
Lastly...not to let others debne you
or your talent." This works both
ways." Don't let a "thank you very
much" in the middle of your aria
make you think less of yourself or

your gift, and likewise, don't let a
prst place prize make you think
too highly of yourself!

Know your own self worth, no
matter how others judge you."

Do you have any favorite
books or materials on
teaching voice and do you
use any specibc tools during
your lessons?

| was so fortunate to study with
some of the most amazing artists
of our time, and | cherish all that

| have learned from them." People
like Gwendolyn Koldofsky,

Martin Katz, Natalie LImonick,
Henry Holt, Robert Duerr, Dean
Williamson, Marianne
Weltmann....the list goes on and
on." I would have to say the 'tools'
| use are the words descending
from these people.”" | hold them
dear in my heart.

What do you enjoy about
our NATS chapter, and what
would you like to see
happening more?

I'd like to see myself get more
involved!" | was very involved for
years in the Puget Sound Chapter
of NATS in Washington State." |
know there will be a time when |
will be able to be more involved

here also.
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What are your non-related My family is here." | have 5 sisters Greece, to the monastery in the

interests or hobbies? What that | am very close to, and my little village where his grandfather

would people be surprised parents at 92 and 82 are still was born, to baptize it." And thus

to know about you? living an active, vibrant life, so we did." Many family members
there is never a dull moment." | accompanied us, and it was like

Shop!" How sad is that?" thank God every day for these something out of a fairy tale."

Entertain.” I love a well planned, blessings.

beautifully decorated party...from If you weren't in the career

the invitations to the party favors, What was the best vacation you are in, what would you

to the menu, to the table you've made and what made be doing?

setting....it's like an operatic that trip so special?

production to me." And it drives Party planning, interior

my husband crazy! " My husband and | tried to have a  decorating, personal shopping.
child for 13 years before our son

What is your favorite thing was miraculously born." My

about the San Francisco Bay husband made an oath to God

Area? that if | was to ever have a child,

we would take the child to

The San Francisco Bay Area Chapter Mr. Brown was a member and leader in the National
Association of Singing since 1948 and received the
of NATS proudly presents the Distinguished Service Award from the Southern Region of

NATS for contributions to the teaching profession. In 1999,
the New York Singing Teachers Association awarded a

Oren Brown Master Class DVD citation in appreciation for OThe Pioneering Research and
October 5, 2002 Contributions to Voice Therapy and the Teaching of
SingingO.

OREN BROWN 1909 B 2004

Mr. Oren Brown presented this dynamic master class for
the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of NATS in 2002, just
two years before his death on March 6, 2004. It includes
arias by Mozart, Bizet, Lehar, Purcell and Caldara.

This master class is certainly one of the last in his very long
and innovative career as a voice teacher and educator. He
taught at such prestigious institutions as Washington
University Medical School, The Juilliard School, and the
Mannes School of Music and gave workshops and lectures

throughout the world. % 7 %
TIJQQJOH BOE IBOEMJOH JODUFS
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Sunday, March 13th, 2011, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
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SFBAC NATS Board Meeting Minutes

Anja StraussO house
Meeting called to order at 2:30 pm
by Wendy Hillhouse

Present:

Dorothy Barnhouse, Wendy Hillhouse,
April McNeely,, Frank Ryken, Anja
Strauss

Absent: Aleicia Byrnes, Alison Collins,
Jennifer Cowgill, Meghan Dibble,
Victoria Rapanan

PresidentOs report: Wendy
The chapter is looking for a new VP
Programs, a new Webmaster, and a
new Festival Chair.

Membership report: Frank
We have 99 Active members, 3 new
members, and 19 emeritus members.

Frank and Dorothy will contact lapsed
member and remind them to renew.

A directory will be available at the end
of March.

Corresponding Secretary report: Alison
Nothing to report.

Singing Festival report: April
Singing Festival is underway. The date
is Sunday, April 3.

A list of San Francisco teachers for
arranging carpool and accompanists
should be sent out.

Recitals: Victoria
The February recital at Salle Pianos
in San Francisco was full with 8
singers.

We have another recital on Sunday,
March 20t in Cupertino.

We are still looking for more people to
coordinate recitals.

VI. WebmasterOs report: Meghan
(Wendy read MeghanOQOs report in
absentia)
The online directory will be updated in
April.

! If you are interested in supporting
SFBACNATS as the webmaster,

please contact Meghan Dibble at
dibblemusic@gmail.com

VII. Newsletter report: Anja
Nothing to report

VIII. TreasurerOs report: Dorothy
We are determining the prize amounts
for the singing festival. Prizes will be
based on Festival income.

IX. Recording SecretaryOs report: Jenny
Nothing to report.

X. Program report: Aleicia
We are still looking for a new VP
Programs. We are determining
whether we should continue pursuing
Spring programs.

XI.  New Business
Our next board meeting will be 4/17 at
6 pm and 5/15 at 2:30 pm. Locations
are TBA for these meetings.

! Our Annual meeting will be on Sunday
June 12, at 2:00. Location TBA

Meeting ended at 3:36 pm.
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SAN FRANCISCO and OAKLAND
with Girlfriendz, Treble Makers,
and Swingshift Singers

Directed by ELLEN ROBINSON

e

30th Annual Concert
Saturday March 26, 2011
7:30pm

THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
2501 Harrison at 27th Street, Oakland 94612

4
A

S20J HILLIZOU 3] S)ip 2ALES(" OIN[IVG 3PS
LHE Elg21 COMCHBECYLIONYT CHNECH

AUDITIONS are taking place NOW for the 2011 SPRING SEASON of the ANYTHING GOES CHORUS.

Rehearsals are:
OAKLAND : Wednesdays 7:30-9:30 PM, April 6 - July 27
SAN FRANCISCO: Thursdays 6:16-8:00 PM, April 7 - June 23
http://www.ellenrobinson.com/choral_anythinggoes.htm

We are looking for intermediate to advanced singers in all SATB voice parts (especially tenors)
who meet the following basic requirements:

*read music and learn quickly in 4 part harmony
*enjoy jazz, Broadway, pop and a cappella styles
*have previous choral performing experience
*know how to have a good time!

Please contact the director Ellen Robinson for more information and to schedule an audition:

ellen@ellenrobinson.com

If you know singers who would be interested in singing with us,please pass this along--
-and thanks for your help.

Best to you, Ellen
http://www.ellenrobinson.com

11


http://www.ellenrobinson.com/choral_anythinggoes.htm
http://www.ellenrobinson.com/choral_anythinggoes.htm
mailto:ellen@ellenrobinson.com
mailto:ellen@ellenrobinson.com
http://www.ellenrobinson.com/
http://www.ellenrobinson.com/

SFBAC NATS NEWSLETTER N¥4 2/2011! MARCH 2(

Taos Opera Institute

| will be teaching at the TAOS OPERA INSTITUTE May 29-June 26. The program is looking for
MEN....

Should you know anyone who would be interested in a summer opera program, this is it.
Program consists of lessons/coachings with guest teachers, Diction sessions taught by diction
coaches. Vocal assessments, and opera scenes.

the purpose "bridge the gap between academia and apprenticeships for emerging young artists."
"Focusing on integrating and improving the singers' technique, physical well-being, and artistry.
A final gala (Short scenes, ensembles) will be held on the last weekend of the program for the
TAOS community audience."

please check out the website  Taosoi.org for more information, and get back to me if you have
singers who may be interested in the program.

Thanks for your help.

Joe

Prof Frank

San Jose State University

School of Music and Dance
408 924-4659

Singers

Who:  SingersMarinGhoruslust Voices

What: Centuries of SongE.the new and the &escription: Just Voicess a professional level a
cappella mixed vocal ensemble. The repertoire is
When: Sunday, Aprif a0 5:00pm eclectic, from early medieval/renaissance to new

compositions of thé' 2éntury. It also includes
Where: Community Congregational Church traditional folk songs and spirituals, as well as
145 Rock Hill Drive arrangements of popular standards in todayOs
Tiburon, CA contemporary a cappella sound. As the professional
ensemble within SingersMargt Voicess
Tickets:  General Admission in Advance: $18 setting the standard of excellence for the art of
General Admission at door: $20  choral singing.

For more information: Contact ti&ngersMarin Please join us for a concert on Sunday™April 10

office by phone, at (415) 383-3712, by email, at 5:00 p.m., at the Community Congregational Church

office@singersmarin.orgnline at located at 145 Rockhill Drive in Tiburon.

www.singersmarintorg The theme of this concert is OCenturies of SongEthe
new and the old.O
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SAVE THE DATE!

Jazz Vocalist

ELLEN ROBINSON & her Quartet
SUNDAY. MAY 15, 8:00 PM

Freight & Salvage Coffee House

Featuring:
Murray Low B piano
Sam Bevan b bass
Kristen Strom B sax
Dan Foltz B drums

Performing songs by Joni Mitchell,
Abbey Lincoln and Paul Simon
as well as her original tunes.

Freight & Salvage Coffee House
2020 Addison Street

(near Downtown Berkeley BART)
Berkeley, CA 94704

TICKETS:
$20.50 in advance, $22.50 at the door
510-644-2020
http://www.thefreight.org/ellen-robinson
www.ellenrobinson.com

JOINT CHOIR SPRING CONCERT

SINGERS MARIN, MILL VALLEY:
WINGS OF SONG and JUST VOICES

meet HANNS EISLER CHOR, BERLIN * i~

Conductors: Jan Pedersen Schiff,
Christina Hoffmann-Moeller, Susanne Juedes

Pianists: Irene Jacobson, Tina Arnz
Soloists: Till Josa Paar and Ben Zimmermann

Band: Hermann Anders (tb), Tina Az (p),
Rainer Gaebler (fl cl,ts), Martin Klenk (vc,ts,ss)
Peer Triebler (dr)

*

Wednesday, 2011 April 27, 7:30 PM

Mt. Tamalpais United Methodist Church
410 Sycamore (at Camino Alto), Mill Valley

Tickets and Information: (415) 383-3712, www.singersmarin.org

ee also www. hanns-eslar-chor-berhin. d¢
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Student Voice Recital

Steven Harvey, bass
with Ron Valentino, piano

Saturday, April 2, 2011 at 4:00 pm

Old First Presbyterian Church
(Sacramento@VanNess)

Music of Dowland, Purcell,
Mozart, Schubert, Bellini, Ives,
Gibbs and Britten.

Included in the program is the rarely
heard version of the Mozart Concert
Aria for bass, "Per questa bella
mano" for bass voice, piano and
doublebass obbligato!

Free and open to the public.

Mr. Harvey is a student of Dr. Jay Pierson.

%%.‘"

-a’#% o

S'I’IH'UNG_*I.OTIO
SSTRCHE KLASISMLTTIERIE RERLIV

Crarvertand Serdin
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BIRD OF PASSAGE

1900-1950

Conductors
Soloists
Band

April 24,
Osher Marin Jewish Community Center -

Tickets and Information:

supported by ST":TUNG*W

DEUTSCHE KLASSENLOTTERIE BERLIN

Berlin presents

BIRD OF PASSAGE
\ \ Ml \I\ v \,
1900-1950

Conductors Christina Hoffmann-Moeller and Susanne Juedes
Solosts Till Josa Paar and Ben Zimmermann

Band Hermann Anders (tb), Tina Arnz (p), Rainer Gaebler (fl,clts), Martin Klenk (vc,ts,ss), Peer Triebler (dr)
Thursday, 2010 April 28, 8:00 PM
St. Marks Lutheran Church - 1031 Franklin Street, San Francisco

Tickets and Information:

phone: (415) 383-3712 O

_ supported by * STIFTUNG ZLOTTO
www.singersmarin.org { DEUTSCHE KLASSENLOTTERIE BERLIN GOETRE-INSTITUT
t 1 VWw har ] Oworsersers Satw

hor-berhin.de
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About this publication

SFBAC NATS Newsletter
APRIL 2011

The SFBAC NAT'S Newsletter is published monthly
except January, July and August.

Submissions

Please send your articles, notes, announcements etc.

as word or pages documents or as regular text within your email
to the following address:

nats.newsletter@anjastrauss.com

Color documents or color photos can now be accepted!
Spelling and grammar will not be checked or corrected.

Opinions expressed in this issue are those of the contributors.
The editor reserves the right to accept, edit or reject any
content submitted to the newsletter.

NATS NEWSLETTER

Anja Strauss ¢/o SFCM
50 Oak Street
San Francisco, CA 94102
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