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Dear SFBACNATS Members!

?mﬂ a wonderful Singing Festival we had on March 15th, Our thanks to Alan
Shearer, gracious host at California State University East Bay — Hayward. We
appreciate all the logistical work you do to make an event like this run smoothly.
Again, many thanks to April McNealy, who stepped in and orchestrated this huge
event with only two months time and kept everything running like clockwork.
Thanks also to the Board Members there and working all day: Dorothy Barnhouse,
Joshua Elder, Sue Field, Diana Rae Ryan and of course April.

And now a thanks to all of you for your work and efforts. We had 25 teachers in
attendance (working) and 165 student participants. Our two newest chapter mem-
bers, Marina Lynch and Justin Montigne, jumped right in. Welcome Aboard! Eve-
ryone was ready for the day and excited to be there. The calm beginning arranged
by April really set the mood and continued throughout the day. Congratulations to
all of you for the evidence of good teaching in your students' performances. Thank
you for all of your efforts in their behalf. Each division showed the progression of
learning happening in your studios. This is one of the best festivals I have at-
tended.

A change to this year’s recital, to be fairer for all, the winner of each division sang
one piece. There were truly wonderful singers and growth evident in each pro-

- gressing division. The recital provided the perfect end to a fabulous festival. The

teachers in attendance adjudicated and were happy to award the Barlow Award, the
Emerging Artist and the Cohen Award to three very deserving singers this year.
They are listed in the attached program. After Audrey Howitt, Treasurer, deter-
mines the net profit from the entry fees, the board will be able to determine the
monetary award to each division winner. A special word of thanks is due to Ray
Salazar who made a charitable contribution of $155 to the festival.

I have attached program modified with results which will be posted to the website
soon and appear in the next newsletter. Thank you, thank you, and thank you for a
wonderful day of singing. I hope we are all invigorated and inspired to continue in
the quest of beautiful singing. Bravi tutti!!

Sharon Kaye
President, SFBACNATS



2008 SFBAC NATS Singing Festival Winners
Saturday, March 15, 2008
Cal State University - East Bay in Hayward

Division Winners

Art Song 1
1% Place: Vrinda Goel — teacher: Kathleen Ludowise
2™ place: Amalie McGowan — teacher: Liliane Cromer
3™ Place: Brittany Newell — teacher: Kenn Gartner

Art Song 2
1* Place: Rebecca Murray — teacher: Karen Anderson
2" Place: Neda Lahidji —teacher: Liliane Cromer

Art Song 3
1* Place: Katherine Fruchterman — teacher: Janet Campbell
2" Place: Samantha Cardenas — teacher: Sharon Kaye
3"Place: Rose Frazier — teacher: Baker Peeples

Art Song 4/5
1* Place: Emma McNairy — teacher: Pamela Fry
2" Place: TIE: Jim Featherstone — teacher: Wendy Hillhouse
Julie Goldnapp — teacher: Ruby Pleasure

Art Song 6/7 -
1* Place: Xi Wang — teacher: Pamela Fry
2™ Place: Joseph Greaves — teacher: Justin Montigne
3" Place: Diane Squires — teacher: Janet Campbell

Aria 8/9
1* Place: Xi Wang — teacher: Pamela Fry
2" Place: Emma McNairy — teacher: Pamela Fry
3™ Place: Cassandra Lindop — teacher: Anja Strauss

Aria 10
1% Place: Sara Couden — teacher: Donna Olson
2" place: Jennifer Kay — teacher: Donna Olson
3" Place: Jennifer Young — teacher: Cheryl Keller

Musical Theatre 11
1% Place: Arielle Fishman — teacher: Annelle Delfs
2" Place: Shannon Scheel — teacher: Diane Squires
3" Place: Amalie McGowan — teacher: Liliane Cromer

Musical Theatre 12
1% Place: Neda Lahidji — teacher: Liliane Cromer
2™ place: Lauren Henderson — teacher: Kathleen Ludowise
3™ Place: Hannah Brown — teacher: Liliane Cromer

Musical Theatre 13
1* Place: Elizabeth Holman — teacher: Theresa Cardinale
2" Place: TIE: Sophie Schulman — teacher: Annelle Delfs
Katherine Fruchterman — teacher: Janet Campbell

Musical Theatre 14
1% Place: Julie Adams — teacher: Wendy Hillhouse
2" Place: TIE: Brooke Munoz — teacher: Pamela Fry
Suzanne Gordon — teacher: Diane Squires

Avocational 15
1% Place: Margaret Cummings — teacher: Marina Lynch
2" Place: Ben Harwell — teacher: Marina Lynch
3 Place: John Smalley — teacher: Dorothy Barnhouse

Overall Awards

Barlow Award - Julie Adams, Division 14
Cohen Award - Margaret Cummings, Division 15
Emerging Artist - Xi Wang, Division 8/9

STUDENT RECITAL DATES

WALNUT CREEK

Saturday, April 19, 2008 at 3pm

Rossmoor - Gateway Clubhouse, Fireside Room
Contact Karen Anderson:
operakar@sbcglobal.net or (925) 372-3660

OAKLAND

Spring Late Bloomers Voice Party

Originally announced for Sunday May 4, the date has been changed to
Saturday, May 10, at 2 pm, at the home of Ellie Cohen in Oakland. Mark
the date and register soon, remember the last one was full 6 weeks before
the date.

Contact Ellie Cohen: elliecoh@gmail.com



NATS Remembers
Page Swift Wuerthner

Page Swift Wuerthner Music was her life: born March 10, 1930 in Long
Beach, died February 29, 2008 in Los Altos Hills. Attended Mills College,
transferred to U.C. Berkeley, pledged Kappa Kappa Gamma, graduated 1951
with a music major degree. Her first professional experiences were the
Robert Shaw Chorale, UCLA and Los Angeles City College opera work-
shops led by Jan Popper and Hugo Strelitzer where she sang title roles. She
studied under Lotte Lehmann in Santa Barbara at the Music Academy of the
West and with Fritz Zweig and his wife Tillie DeGarmo Zweig. A Fulbright
Scholarship allowed her to live in Germany where she sang lead roles in Mu-
nich, Heidelberg, Oberhausen and Lucerne and Basel, Switzerland. On her
return to the United States she sang at various venues in New York City and
on cruise ships before enrolling at Indiana University School of Music where
she graduated with a masters in music in 1974, Eileen Farrell was her men-
tor. She enjoyed frequent visits with her sister's family in Virginia. She
taught voice at Oberlin College and the University of Wisconsin. Indiana
University awarded her a Doctorate of Music Performance with High Dis-
tinction. Vocal performance was her love and more rewarding than acade-
mia. She moved to Palo Alto to be near aging parents. Joined the San Fran-
cisco Symphony Chorus in 1984 and subsequently accepted a tenured
mezzo-soprano position with the San Francisco Opera's Regular Chorus. Her
stage presence, features and acting skills stood out in her 1,000 SF Opera
Chorus performances over 19 years. She maintained an active private voice
studio for young women. She retired from the Opera December, 2004. She
married Ted W. Wuerthner in 1992. She leaves behind her husband; sister,
Sarah Hodgkin of Virginia, five nieces, a nephew, and a brother Daniel Swift
of Cupertino.

Published in the San Francisco Chronicle on 3/9/2008.

WE HOPE YOU HEARD......

The spring symposium on Breathing (Sunday, April 6th 2-5pm) with Tina
Baird's DVD presentation and an Open Studio was postponed due to a
request by one of the members of the Lyric Images DVD production team
for more time to complete the work.

The new target date is June 15th 2008.
Plans are afoot for the best way to release and publicize the DVD to our
chapter membership, by late spring/early summer.

Please stay tuned, via the newsletter and website.
I regret this postponment, but there was no alternative.

Questions? Please contact Sue Field (SFBACNATS Program Chair) at
mezzo54@comcast.net or (650) 796-1829.

Lee Strawn Sings!
Hello friends,

I just wanted to let you know of my up-coming performances.

After a long dry spell I get to sing MOZART!!! Pocket Opera is
doing the opera COSI FAN TUTTE (performed in English) in April.
It's gorgeous music, and a very strong cast of 6. There will be

three performances in San Francisco and one in Napa. For
information and tickets go to: http://pocketopera.org/po/Cosi.php

And we'll be doing three performances of JOHN MUIR'S MOUNTAIN
DAYS in July at the Martinez Amphitheatre. This will be a concert
version with full (live) orchestra. If you haven't see the show, it's amazing
music. I play the title character, and get to do lots great stuff. Info and
tickets for that are at:

http://www.willowstheatre.com/2008 Season

I hope you'll be able to join us for these performances.

Lee Strawn

Materials for Newsletter Publication
should be sent electronically to:
joshuaianelder@hotmail.com
Deadline: April 20



Northern California Regional Auditions

for NATS-Artist Awards (NATS-AA)
March 1,2008 @ San Francisco State University

WINNERS

Congratulations to the following finalists in the Northern California Dis-
trict Auditions of the NATS-AA Competition. These three finalists will
proceed forward to the Regional Auditions will be held in Ogden, Utah
on Saturday, April 26th.

AMANDA MENDON JAS - student of Kathleen Kasdorf
Santa Cruz

wI\wﬁ\Zm,_,HmmCthW-manEo:m:onumoEw _
San Francisco -

SUZANNE MIZELL - student of Cheryl Keller
San Francisco

A big THANK YOU to the judges --- Eric Howe, Pam Fry, Vaida Fal-
conbridge, Anna Carol Dudley and Joseph Wiggest (San Joaquin Chap- ,
ter).

Also, many thanks to the following who volunteered their time to help
out. Eleanor Cohen, Dorothy Barnhouse, Helen Dilworth, Meghan Dib-
ble, Angelica Lopez (student of Eric Howe), and Melissa Scott-Lorenz
(student of Kathy Ludowise).

Kathleen Ludowise
Northern Calif. District Governor
NATS-AA Coordinator for No. Calif.

Mission City Opera announces Season Auditions
Pops Concert, Amahl and the Night Visitors, Marriage of Figaro
Michael Taylor Conducts the Mission City Opera Orchestra

All Roles Open

Small Stipend Offered
Auditions by appointment only
Accompanist Provided

Audition Dates: Sat, April 19th, 2-6pm
Sun, April 20th, 7-10pm
Mon, April 21st, 7-10pm
Where: Immanuel Lutheran Church
1710 Moorpark Ave
San Jose, CA 951428
(This is at the Bascom/Leigh Exit on Hwy 280)

Email for Appointment: auditions@missionciityopera.org
Please state date and time preference in original email.

We look forward to hearing you!

Sharon Kaye
Mission City Opera

Summer Music West

Summer Music West at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music will once
again include an exciting opportunity for young singers in the Bay Area.

Now in its 6th year, the Gilbert & Sullivan Scenes program explores the
Topsy-Turvy world of rollicking pirates, damsels in distress, and modern
major generals! Participants ages 10-18 are coached in daily classes and
rehearsals with emphasis on singing, acting, and stage movement. The pro-
gram culminates in a fully staged and costumed performance of scenes from
the ever-popular, tuneful Gilbert and Sullivan repertoire, in association with
artistic staff from The Lamplighters. Faculty includes Ellen Kerrigan, Pro-
gram Director, Jane Erwin Hammett and Baker Peeples.

Program dates are June 16 - 28, 2008. Applications are accepted until April
15th. Auditions required. For complete information and an application
form, visit www.sfcm.eduw/summer or contact Laura Reynolds, Summer
Programs Coordinator, at (415) 503-6254 or email smw@sfcm.edu.



FALL 2008 Opera a la Carte Program
Auditions
La Bohéme

The San Francisco Opera Guild will be presenting in-school perform-
ances of Puccini’s La Bohéme this fall. This is a 45-minute educational
program, which consists of musical excerpts and spoken dialogue (both
in English) using professional singers in the four leading roles of Mimi
(soprano), Musetta (soprano), Rodolfo (tenor), and Marcello
(baritone), with students from each school in smaller spoken roles. All
roles are paid. Michael Taylor is the Stage Director and Baker Peeples
is Music Director.

Artists must provide their own housing and transportation to schools
throughout the Greater Bay Area, and be available for the entire period
of employment, August 18 — December 5, 2008.

AUDITION DATES:

Monday, May 12, and Wednesday, May 14, 2008, 10:00am-2:00pm,
San Francisco Opera House, S5th floor Chorus Room. Weekday daytime
coachings/rehearsals: August 18 — September 22, 2008. School per-
formance dates: September 29 — December 5, 2008

TO APPLY AND FOR FURTHER INFORMATION:

Please contact Ellen Kerrigan, Opera a la Carte Coordinator, at
ekerrigan@sfopera.com by Wednesday, May 7, to schedule an audition
time. Accompanist will be provided.

2007-2008 Officers

President: Sharon Kaye sharonmezzo@comcast.net
Vice President of Programs: Sue Field mezzo54@comcast.net

Vice President of Recitals: Victoria Rapanan vrsing@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Audrey Howitt howitt123@aol.com
Recording Secretary: Dorothy Barnhouse dorbarn@sbcglobal.net
Membership Secretary: Diana Rae Ryan diana.rae.ryan(@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor: Joshua lan Elder joshuaianelder@hotmail.com
Webmaster: Meghan Dibble finalalice@hotmail.com

Hospitality Chair: April McNeely april_mcneely@yahoo.com

San Francisco
Bay Area Chapter

Presents

Singing Festival 2008
Winners’ Recital

Saturday, March 15, 2008
6:00 pm

California State University — East Bay
Music Building, Recital Hall



STEVEN BAILEY - Accompanist

ArtSengl
Vrinda Goel
Chi vuol Ia zingarella Paisiello

Art Song 2
Rebecca Murray
Nur wer die Sehnsucht kennt Tchaikovsky

Art Song 3
Katherine Fruchterman
Cara, cara e dolce Scarlatt

Art Song 4/5
Claire de lune Debussy

Art Song 6/7
Xi Wang
Gretchen am Spinrade Schubert

Avocational 15
Margaret Cummings Cohen Award
Voi lo sapete
Marina Lynch -Teacher

Musical Theatre 11
Arielle Fishman
That'll Show Him
The Forum  Sondheim

Musical Theatre 12
Neda Lahidji
Good Morning Baltimmore
Hairspray Mare Shaiman

ADJUDICATORS

Al NATS teachers in attendance adiudicate thiz evening s singers.

Musical Theatre 13
Elizabeth Holman
And this is my Beloved
Kismet Forrest

Musical Theatre 14
Julie Adams  Barlow Award
Move On
Sunday in the Park with George Sondheim
‘Wendy Hilthonse — Teacher

Aria 8/9
XiWang Emerging Artist
nrzﬁ, and Be ﬂn%

The Consul Menotti
Intermission
Presentation of the Emerging Artist Award/ Barlow Award
What are these awards?

Edwin Barlew Scholarship and Emerging Artist Award:
The Barlow Scholarship was established in 1993 as a tribute to Edwm Barlow,
2 loecal teacher, performer and NATS member who died in 1994. At the
Singing Festrval Winners” Concert participating students will be evalnated by
esteemed judges to identify winners of the Barlow Award. Presentation of this
award is at the discretion of the evenmg’s adjudicators.

Eleanor Cohen Award

The Eleanor Cohen Award was established in 2007 in honor of Eleanor
Coben, NATS Emenita. The award 13 given specifically to a deserving vocalist
who began studying voice on or after the age of 35. At the Singing Fastival
Winners’ Concert participating stadents will be evaluated by estesmed judges
to identify winners of the Cohen Award. Presentation of this award 15 at the
discretion of the evenimz’s admdicators and/or Ms. Cohen, if she 15 i
attendance.















